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Agenda
1:05 Meeting Goal and Agenda Review

-CSS Step 5: confirm alignment and sections
-Process overview and website reminder

1:15 New Introductions

1:30 Input from recent meetings

1:45 Summarize values, screening criteria
and variances

2:00 Review alignment and cross sections

2:45  Endorse refined option

3:00 Next Steps 
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Process Overview
• Categorical Exclusion for frontage road improvements east of Idaho Springs to Hidden 

Valley

• Project Schedule
– PLT/TT Meeting August 31, 2011
– Scoping September 7, 2011
– PLT/TT Meeting #2 October 26, 2011
– PLT/TT Meeting #2.5 November 1, 2011
– Greenway ITF November 22, 2011
– Field Inspection Review December 1, 2011
– Clear Creek Board meeting review December 12, 2011
– PLT/TT Meeting #3 December 15, 2011
– Engineering Coordination meeting December 21, 2011
– Idaho Springs Planning Commission TBD
– Greenway ITF#2 TBD
– Final Office Review April 2012
– Ad date for Phase I April 2012
– Construction of Phase I Summer /Fall 2012

• Anticipating $6.25M project budget - for design and construction
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Meeting materials on website  
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New Introductions

• New Project Leadership / Technical Team 
members: Larry and Gail Lancaster  
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Input from recent meetings 

Greenway ITF, FIR, Clear Creek Board, etc
• Avoidance of Gem Power 

Plant remnants

• Rock wall life span and 
maintenance requirements

• Utility Coordination Process
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Input from recent meetings 

Greenway ITF, FIR, Clear Creek Board, etc
• CDOT letter to document 

Lancaster Bridge 
protections

• Clear Creek County Board 
Meeting endorsement

• Cleary Creek County, 
Comments on FIR 
Documents
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Corridor Core Values
• Sustainability
• Collaborative decision 

making
• Safety
• Healthy environment
• Historic context
• Community respect
• Mobility and accessibility
• Aesthetics
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Screening Criteria 

Cost being 
revised based on 
new survey
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Screening Criteria
• wetlands example
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Screening Criteria 

Cost being 
revised based on 
new survey
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Preferred Option
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Western Decision Area
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Gravel / Doghouse Rail Bridge Decision Area 
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East of Gravel Road Decision Area
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Eastern Decision Area
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FIR Plan Wall Locations
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FIR Plan Phase I Wall Locations
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Preferred Option
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I-70 Mountain Corridor Design Criteria
Design Criteria Design Criteria Description Frontage Road Conceptual Design Frontage Road Consistency with Design Criteria 

Design Speed Not specified for Frontage Road, maintain existing 
speeds (posted for 30 – 35 MPH) per PLT and Clear 
Creek County 

Existing design speeds maintained Consistent 

Alignment Eastbound and westbound I-70 and AGS - design as 
independent alignments (not applicable to Frontage 
Road).  Applicable elements: 

Recovery zone, snow removal, alignments will adapt to 
topographical conditions.   

Existing alignment is maintained  Existing alignment follows topographical conditions. Limited right of way to 
reduce glare or provide separation (i.e. no room for median or grade 
separation between lanes). 

Slope Cut and 
Fill 

Physical disturbance less than 40’ from pavement to 
farthest edge of cut and fill 

Slopes shall not exceed 2.5:1 (H:V) 

Roadway retaining walls over 12’ in height will be 
installed below the elevation of the roadway 

Disturbance and walls being revised based 
on new topographical data in survey.   

Total of 12 walls anticipated in conceptual 
design 

Walls above road greater than 12’:  7, 8, 11 

 

Wall 7 – across from IS public works - no option to place below road (road is 
at grade) 

Wall 8 – upslope of gravel section already splitting height with wall below 
(wall 9)  

Wall 11 – upslope of Phase I – consolidate wall on upslope to limit impacts to 
Clear Creek, floodplain, and wildlife crossing. 

Disturbance Construction maintained within historic or current 
disturbance 

Construction is not maintained within historic 
or current disturbance 

Existing road condition (pavement width and available bench) does not 
meet current roadway standards – especially in gravel section. 

Rock Cut Geotechnical report will be completed 

Naturalized custom cut methods are required (scatter 
blasting) 

Geotechnical report to be developed, will 
evaluate natural cut methods 

TBD 

Bridge 
Structures 

Bridge structures will not utilize slope paving and will 
utilize closed-end abutment 

Bridge embankments shall be 2.5:1 maximum 

 

NA – no bridge structures NA 

Sound 
Attenuation 

Sound buffering and attenuation 

Mitigation, if required will use landforms 

NA – low traffic volumes from Frontage Road, 
no change in capacity or alignment profile 

NA 
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Clear Creek Greenway 
Recommendation
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Greenway width/rail concepts
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Greenway width/rail concepts
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Greenway design concerns

• AASHTO guidance requires at least 3 feet 
clearance from obstructions 

• Need for 42” topple bar on guardrail
• Transition of shared use path into eastern 

section
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Greenway rails – roadside options
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Greenway rails – creekside options
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Greenway width/rail concepts
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Greenway width/rail concepts
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PLT Endorsement

• Endorse cross-section and alignment
• Any conditions or follow-up items?
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Next Steps
– Engineering Coordination meeting

• December 21, 2011
– Idaho Springs Planning Commission

• Follow-up Needed
– PLT/TT Future Meetings

• TBD
– Greenway ITF#2

• TBD – Feedback from PLT
– Final Office Review       

• March 2012


